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   HSE statistics - 2016 
 

 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/fatals.htm  

144 worker deaths in 2015/16 is 7% lower than the average for 

the past five years (155). The latest rate of fatal injury of 0.46 

compares to the five-year average rate of 0.52. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/fatals.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/fatals.htm
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Read more on: http://www.iosh.co.uk/News/IOSH-webinar-highlights-issue-of-mental-health-in-construction.aspx 
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‘Mates in Construction’ 

 
Construction workers are six times more likely to die by suicide than through a 

workplace accident and young workers are of particularly high risk. This is a 

tragic loss for our industry and must be addressed. 
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What is MIC?   http://matesinconstruction.org.au/  

http://matesinconstruction.org.au/
http://matesinconstruction.org.au/
http://matesinconstruction.org.au/
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   Industry news 
A construction manager jailed for gross negligence 

manslaughter after a fatal fall from height on a site he 

controlled tried to blame the incident on the victim.  
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Ur-Rehman was hired on a casual basis to fit doors and windows at the site on 24 and 25 

January 2015. On the first day, while working on a first floor flat roof, Ur-Rehman fell 3 m 

through an open skylight, sustaining severe head injuries. He died four days later. 

 

HSE found an array of safety failings, including a lack of guarding round ceiling openings 

on the first and second floor. Patel had also failed to provide scaffolding in the area where 

the windows were to be fitted. 

 

Faruk Patel told police that workers could take care of themselves and were aware of the 

dangers, adding that 40 year-old Ur-Rehman was responsible for his own death. 

 

On 26 January 2015, two days after the fatal incident, the HSE issued Patel with a 

prohibition notice halting all work at height, but on subsequent visits inspectors found that 

work had continued. 

 

When police visited the site the notice had again been breached. Patel was arrested and 

charged with manslaughter by gross negligence. 

 

He was sentenced to eight months in prison for the offences, to run concurrently with the 

two-and-half- year manslaughter term. Was found guilty of manslaughter and jailed for 30 

months. 
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   Industry news 
Supervision oversight led to fall death - Lack of 

management intervention allowed a 32-year-old to fall 

5.5m through a roof light at a Yorkshire display fabricator 
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Whiteghyll Plastics employee Richard Perry and a colleague was covering roof lights with 

blackout vinyl to reduce the heat in the Bradford factory on June 2014. He fell through a fragile 

roof light into the fabrication department. 

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found  the firm had opportunities to 

stop the pair from carrying out the job but neglected to supervise the work. 

The company, which makes retail display materials, pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2(1) of 

the Health and Safety at Work Act (HSW Act) and was fined £120,000 and ordered to pay 

£37,655 in costs. 
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   Industry news 
Pedestrian killed by a generator falling from the back of 

a moving lorry-August 2016  



/ 

The pedestrian killed when a generator fell from the back of a lorry and 

crushed her was walking with her husband outside the village church in 

Etchingham, East Sussex. 

Her husband, said to be a former Army chef and works as an 

operations manager for a London catering firm, was taken to hospital 

suffering with severe concussion. 
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Memories from a NR colleague  
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   Industry news  
 

 

http://www.ioshmagazine.com/article/balfour-beatty-sets-aside-ps25m-

osh-penalties 
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The sentencing guidelines have elevated penalties for OSH regulatory breaches and 

corporate manslaughter offences.  

 

In January, before the guidelines’ introduction, Balfour Beatty Civil Engineering was 

fined £1m for the death of a worker who was struck in the head by a crane. 

 

In May Balfour Beatty Utility Solutions, was fined £2.6m after an unshored trench 

collapsed on a worker, fatally crushing him.  

  

The half-year accounts showed that pre-tax losses from non-underlying items were 

£28m.  

 

 Balfour Beatty, which had a previous goal of achieving zero harm to its workers by 

2012, said it remains committed to the target. 

Infrastructure group Balfour Beatty has set aside up to £25m for 

safety and health fines in light of the new sentencing guidelines. 
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   NR news 
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 Bad practice 
(Not NR related-Clapham South Station-August 2016) 
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Members of the public 

were passing under an 

operational jib removing 

soil.  

No exclusion zone in place 

and no traffic management 

to guide members of the 

public to a safe path. In the 

picture on the left, a parent 

and child are about to walk 

under the jib.  

The operator made no 

attempt to stop or take any 

action to make the area 

safe. 
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   Driving and texting 
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 Close Calls left open 
B&C – August 2016 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQ1efk0cXMAhXJyRoKHSMcDzQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.safety.networkrail.co.uk/alerts-and-campaign/close-call&psig=AFQjCNFfTH4gKJXNhiUYgz9OOwyMKo9o4A&ust=1462630613529568
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B&C OPEN CLOSE CALL – July 2016 
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August 2016 

Increase from 50% to 65% on B&C close calls NOT closed on time 
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   H&S PGI   
Templecombe  (D&B, 26.7.16) 
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   H&S PGI   
Aldershot (D&B, 22.8.16) 
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