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Incident

On the 4th of November 2018 at 02:35hrs at Wimbledon, the Section Manager reported an irregularity involving a member of his team. An Operative, carrying out strapping duties had placed a short circuit strap (SCS) on the St. Helier line vice the Down Slow line at 7m25ch at Wimbledon Station. 

An electrical testing device and short circuit bar were on site, however neither had been used prior to the Operative placing the SCS on the LIVE conductor rail. 

When the SCS was applied to the live rail, it caused an electrical flashover and the circuit breakers at Selhurst ECR (Electrical Control Room) to trip.

The Operative suffered some minor arc eye damage because of the flashover, reporting that his eyes were sore, but fortunately he did not foresee any further issues.

The conductor rail was examined, and no damage was visible and Selhurst ECR were able to recharge without any issues.

This incident is under investigation and following the completion of the investigation, further lessons learnt may be shared.
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Learning lessons;
Coming into contact with a live conductor rail can kill or seriously injury you. 
Never take short cuts with this activity.

Always:
· Follow the training
·   Check you are in the right location.
·   Use rubber gauntlets 
·   Test with live line testers; if the rails are dirty scratch the surface to make a good connection
·  Use a short circuit bar.
Supervisors…
· How many PGSIs have you completed on your team undertaking this activity?
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